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Our Lord, during His sojourn here upon earth, performed 
many and great miracles. He healed the sick, raised the dead, 
cast out devils, walked on the sea, fed several thousand people with 
a few loaves of bread and two fishes, and many like things He did, 
which ali are beyond human power of performance and require an 
almighty power.—In doing these things the Savior had various 
objects in view. The first and foremost one was to show by them 
His almighty power, and thus to prove that He was the Son of 
God and the promised Messiah. Thus we are told in connection 
with the first miracle He performed of which we’ have any record. 
that “He showed forth His glory, and His disciples believed on 
Him.” And in various instances we are told that the people mar- 
veled at His wonderful works and said: “This is verily the prophet 
that should come into the world.” And the Lord Himself made use 
of His miracles to demonstrate that He was the Messiah sent by 
God. He told the Jews, who accused Him of blasphemy because 
He claimed to be the Son of God: “If I do not the works of my 
Father, believe me not. But if I do, though ye believe not me, be- 
lieve the works, that ye may know and believe that the Father is 
in me.” — Another object that Christ had in view in performing 
miracles was the benefit of suffering mankind. He had a pitiful, 
compassionate heart within His bosom, and He did not like to see 
suffering and misery about Him, but wherever He came in con- 
tact with it, he would use His almighty power to alleviate it. 

Now in our Gospel-lesson we also read of a miracle of our 
Lord. We are told there that people brought unto Him a man that 
was deaf and dumb, and that He took the poor man apart by Him- 
self, touched his tongue and his ears, and by His mighty “Eph- 
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phatha,” 7. e., “Be opened!” He healed him from his dire distress. 
Also in performing this miracle, the Savior had the objects in view. , 
that were mentioned above: He did it for the benefit of the poor 
afflicted man and for the promulgation of His own glory. For at 
‘the end of the text we read that the people who saw this were 
greatly astonished, and, in spite of His command to the contrary, 
began at once to publish the deed.— But no doubt the Savior meant 
that this miracle should serve still another purpose. He thereby 
“wanted to illustrate the healing of the spiritual disease that men 
are subject to on account of sin. « Let us, then, by ee, 
gather from the account of our Gospel 


THE HEALING OF SPIRITUAL DEAF-MUTES. 


1. What are spiritual deaf-mutes? 
2. How are they healed? 


3 We 


‘Comparing the parallel passages in the Gospels of Matthew 
and Luke, we find that the poor deaf-mute spoken of in our Gospel 
was possessed by a devil who was deaf and dumb and who made the 
unhappy man share this misfortune with him. In order, therefore, 
to deliver him from his distress Christ must first cast out the devil 
and thus give to him his hearing and his speech.— Now this poor 
man’s natural state is a picture of the spiritual state, in which all 
‘men are by nature; they all, like him, are in spiritual possession 
of the devil, and by his power are made spiritual deaf-mutes. 

All men, then, are such spiritual deaf-mutes. For in the first 
place, they are all sinners. Since the fall of Adam all men are con- 
ceived and born in sin. The Bible tells us that Adam, after he 
had fallen, begat children, not in the image of God after which he 
had been created, but after his own sinful image. And thus, since 
then, all children are conceived and born in the sinful image of ~ 
their parents. The words of David which we read in the 51st Psalm 
hold true of all men: “Behold, I was shapen in iniquity, and in 
sin did my mother conceive me.” Or, as Christ Himself puts it 
John 3: “That which is born of the flesh is flesh,” 2. e., is sinful 
and wicked. And because all men are conceived and born sinful, 
the consequence is that, as God Himself says to Noah, “the imagi- 
nation of man’s heart is evil from his youth,” that the thoughts and 
desires of men’s hearts are evil and wicked from their very infancy. 
And furthermore, because man is born sinful and enters this world 
with ..a heart and mind wholly depraved, when he grows up he com- 
mits sinful acts and leads a sinful life. |The latter is the tree that 
grows out of the root of our natural depravity into which we are 
born. Wherever, then, we may turn our eyes: the life, the exist- 
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ence of every man is sin. “For there is not a just man upon earth 
that doeth good and sinneth not.” “There is no difference, for all 
have sinned and come short of the glory of God.” All men are 
sinners — this is a fact therefore that is clearly, irrefutably taught 
by the Word of God. | le 

But sin places man in the power of the devil. It was the devil 
that brought sin into the world; he is the father of lies and of 
all sins, as Christ Himself has said. Hence “he that committeth 
sin is of the devil; for the devil sinneth from the beginning,” 
2. e., he that sins serves the devil, and by serving him commits’ 
himself into the power of the devil and acknowledges him as his 
lord and ruler. It was by misleading man into sin that the devil 
got the power over man. Before the fall, while yet they lived in 
innocency and holiness, the devil had no power over our first. 
parents. It was by beguiling them into transgressing God’s com- 
mandment that he lured them out of the kingdom of light into » 
his own kingdom of darkness; that he obtained absolute rule and 
sway over them. Therefore all sinners, by virtue and on account 
of their sins, are in the power of the devil; he has absolute power 
and sway over them; he leads them according to his will here upon 
earth, and finally plunges them into everlasting destruction. All 
men, therefore, are sinners, and hence all men, on account of their 
sins, are in spiritual possession of the devil, are his luckless and 
helpless victims. 

And the devil makes spiritual deaf-mutes out of all men as 
long as they are in his power and under his control. Man, like 
all other creatures, was created for the glory and praise of God. 
‚It was God’s design that man should hear and see His praise both 
in nature and in revelation, and that he should use his tongue and 
live his whole life for the praise and glory of his Maker. But the 
devil, who fell away from God and became God’s enemy, not only 
himself refuses to give the praise and glory to God that are due 
to Him, but he also uses all his power towards hindering this praise 
among those over whom he holds his sway. He is loath to have. 
man fulfill the prime object of his creation, which is, to speak the 
praise of his Creator and, by giving Him the glory, himself to be- 
come blessed and eternally happy. It is his object both to hinder 
the glory of God and the-salvation of man. He knows of no greater 
pleasure than to lead man into eternal destruction. 

Therefore he makes men spiritual deaf-mutes. He closes their 
ears against the Gospel of salvation and binds their tongue so that 
they cannot speak the praise of God. The natural man, as long as 
he remains in the power and under the control of the devil, cannot 
and will not hear and understand the glorious tidings of salva- 
tion by faith in Christ Jesus; he cannot and will not accept the 
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Gospel; he cannot and will not acknowledge the truth that there 
is an almighty God reigning over the universe; he will not con- 
fess the wonders of God’s power and grace and love. True, man 
may, in his natural state, hear the Gospel and the Word of God, 
he may read the Bible, he may come to church and listen to a 
sermon; but it leaves no impression upon his heart, he does not 
understand the glorious truths that are there presented to him, no 
chord in his heart and mind is touched which would vibrate with 
the praise and glory of God. It leaves him entirely cold and emo- 
tionless, and calls forth no thoughts and words of praise. For 
“the natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God, 
for they are foolishness unto him, neither can he know them, 
for they are spiritually discerned.” All men by nature, through 
the influence of the devil, are spiritual deaf-mutes; they cannot 
hear and understand the glorious truths of God’s dispensations of 
power and mercy, and have no words to utter the praise of His 
holy name. 
2. 

But there is healing for these spiritual deaf-mutes, there is 
deliverance from the power of the devil. As the man in our text, 
upon being brought to Christ, was healed by Him from his malady, 
so that mighty Lord has also power to heal the spiritual deaf-mutes 
_ and to deliver them from the power of the devil. 

Jesus, then, is the healer. Man himself is powerless to de- 
liver himself out of the devil’s power and to restore his lost hear- 
ing and speech. That poor man in the text would have remained 
in the power of the devil all his life and never would have regained 
his lost senses, if he himself must have wrought his deliverance. 
He was utterly powerless over against his cruel and tyrannical 
foe. Even so the natural man is helpless and defenseless in the 
elutches of the devil and unable to restore his spiritual speech and 
hearing. Never, never could a single man deliver himself out of 
the clutches of the devil, never could he turn from his evil ways, 
and, instead of hating and blaspheming God and His Word, begin 
to love Him and open his heart for the reception of His Gospel 
and his mouth for the speaking of His praise. In other words: 
No man, by his own power, can convert himself. For man, in his 
natural state, is dead in trespasses and sins, as St. Paul plainly 
teaches, and hence cannot restore himself to spiritual life. It is 
impossible for him to transplant himself out of the kingdom of the 
devil into the kingdom of God. 

Man cannot effect this by his own power. Jesus, the mighty 
Helper, must heal all spiritual deaf-mutes if they are to be healed. 
He cast out the devil out of the poor man in the text, opened his 
ears by His mighty “Ephphatha,” and loosed the string of his 
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tongue, so that he spake plain, and this same almighty Lord must 
cast the devil out of all those whom he possesses spiritually; He 
must open their ears. to hear the Gospel, and loosen their tongue 
to speak the praise of their Creator and Savior. 

How does He do that? We read in the text that when the 
deaf-mute was brought to Christ, He “took him aside from the 
multitude.” This is what Christ still does when He wants to heal 


' spiritual deaf-mutes: He takes them aside from the multitude, 7. e., 


He singles them out, as it were, and takes them under His special 
eare. He may do this by special dispensations of His providence, 
or by letting them sink into trouble and misery, or by having them 
experience a miraculous escape out of dangers and thus making 
them feel that He is taking them under His especial care in order 
to draw them to Himself. Perhaps, while they are attending divine 
service at church, He singles them out and shoots the arrows of His 
Law into their heart and arouses their conscience. As Nathan 
thundered at David, “Thou, thou art the man!” so it not infre- 
quently happens that while a pastor is addressing a numerous 
audience, a single individual in the congregation feels as though 
the sermon were directed only at him. He feels that he-is the 
man, his conscience smites him with irresistible force, the Lord has 
taken him aside from the multitude and is beginning His work of 


“ healing. 


But that is not enough. The Lord must do more than this. 
The Law alone will never bring the sinner to repentance and deliver 
him out of the power of the devil. The Law can only make a man 
see his own utter misery and helplessness, and thus drive him to 
despair, for it has no remedy to offer for his malady. So the Lord = 
does. do more: Here in the text we-read: “He put His fingers into 
his ears, and He spit, and touched his tongue, and looking to heaven, 
He sighed, and saith unto him, Ephphatha, that is, Be opened!” 
And this had the desired effect. “And straightway his ears were. 
opened, and the string of his tongue was loosed, and he spake plain.” 
Here we have a beautiful picture of how the Lord heals all spiritual 
deaf-mutes. The most important thing which the Lord did in the 
healing of the deaf-mute in the text no doubt was His mighty 
“Ephphatha, Be opened!” . That was what really opened: the man’s 
ears and loosed his tongue. Thus in healing spiritual deaf-mutes, 
in opening the ears of sinners to hear and receive the Gospel, and in 
unloosing their tongues to speak God’s praise, the Savior speaks 
His mighty “Ephphatha, Be opened!” That Ephphatha is the 
Gospel. When that is preached, the Savior knocks at the closed 
door of the sinner’s heart and calls: “Ephphatha, Be opened!” 
And the sinner yields; his ears are opened, and his tongue is 
loosed. “The Gospel of Jesus Christ is the power of God unto 
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salvation to every one that believeth.” The Gospel at the same 
time brings salvation and offers it, and opens the heart of sinners 
to receive salvation.— But Christ did not content Himself with 
merely speaking His almighty Ephphatha. That would have been 
enough to heal the man. Nevertheless, He did something more. 
He put His fingers into the deaf-mute’s ears, and spit and touched 
his tongue. That no doubt is a picture of the sacraments, of Bap- 
tism and the Lord’s Supper, where by the application of water and 
by the eating and drinking of the bread and wine faith is wrought 
and strengthened, and forgiveness of sin is given and sealed to. us. 
The people in the text might well ask, Why is He doing that? 
What good‘ can that do the man? Yet it was a means of healing 
him. Even so many people now are prone to ask, How can a little 
water in Baptism work faith? How can we get Christ’s body and 
blood under bread and wine, and with it receive forgiveness of sins ? 
And yet it is true. If poor reason would only bear in mind that it 
is the Lord that is doing it. Game 
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Sermon from the Gospel for the Fourteenth Sunday after 
Trinity. 
Luxe 17, 11—19. 


The receipt of a gift or favor creates a fond relation between the 
giver and the receiver. It connects persons who had been strangers 
and indifferent to one another. It establishes a cheerful intercourse 
between them. The abundance, the better knowledge, the influence 
of one has been employed for supplying the want, the lack of under- 
standing, the helplessness of another, and thus a certain strength has 
been communicated from the one to the other. As in electricity the 
connecting wires serve to create a current which passes from pole to 
pole and is seen at the junction point by vivid sparks, so a gift or 
favor causes thoughts, words, looks, and expressions of lively joy to 
pass from him who receives, to him who has bestowed, the gift. As 
an echo throws back the sound of our voice, so the gift or favor 
which we bestow brings back a response. And wherever this cireu- 
lation fails to take place, wherever there is no response, no acknowl- 
edgment of the favor received, there something is wrong. 

God has implanted in the human heart the sense of gratitude. 
For the good gifts which man had received he was to be sincerely 
grateful and return heartfelt thanks to his benefactors. Every act 
of kindness shown to another ought to have the same effect as when 
you press your fingers on the keyboard of a musical instrument: it 
ought to rouse in the heart of the receiver melodies of gratitude. God 
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says: “Call upon me in the day of trouble, and I will deliver thee, 


-and thou shalt glorify me.” The Lord’s deliverance must attune the 


heart to joyful psalms. David endeavors to u himself from in- 
difference to the divine favors which he had received by exhorting 
his soul: “Bless the Lord, O my soul: and all that is within me, 
bless His holy name! Bless the Lord, O my soul, and forget not all 
His benefits; who forgiveth all thine iniquities, who healeth all thy 


diseases; who redeemeth thy life from destruction, and. crowneth 


thee with loving-kindness and tender mercies; who satisfieth thy 


-mouth with good things, so that thy youth is. renewed like the 


eagle’s.” And when Isaiah says to Israel: “The ox knoweth his 
owner and the ass his master’s crib,’ he warns them that their 
failure to be grateful will make them worse than brutish. 


Approvingly Scripture tells of the gratitude of David to his 


followers, to Jonathan and Barsillai; of Elisha to the Shunamite; 
of Joshua to Rahab; of the children of Israel to the Gibeonites; of 
Naaman to Elisha; of Ruth to Boas; of Saul to the Kenites, ete. 


But Scripture has also recorded acts of ingratitude. The chief » 


butler of Pharaoh forgot Joseph’s favor to him;. Nabal refused as- 
sistance’ to suffering David, although David had protected Nabal’s 
sheep; Joash remembered not the kindness of Jehoiada, when he 


slew Jehoiada’s son. An example of base ingratitude is recorded in | 


our text. 
INGRATITUDE. 
1. Its sinfulness ; 2. Its cure. 
1. \ 


“Were there not ten cleansed? Where are the nine?” Wonder- 
ingly the Savior looks about Him as He speaks these words. What 
a sad story the absence of those nine lepers told! An hour ago they 
had been at the brink of the grave, outeasts from society, sojourners 
with the beasts of the field. No skill, no balm, no healing water could 
stay the ravages of their hideous disease. No friend came to cheer 
them in their loneliness; even the priest was excused from bringing 
them the comfort of God’s Word. Into the gloom of despair which 
had begun to settle upon their hearts the unexpected appearance of 
the wonder-working Physician had fallen like ‘the bright rays of 
a sunny morning into the dungeon of a prisoner. . God, who had 
revealed His fearful power to them by inflicting the loathsome dis- 
ease, now revealed to them His'merey by sending them the Deliverer. 
They were near God, near to the kingdom of heaven. And when they 


lifted up their plaintive cry: “Jesus, Master, have mercy on us!” 
and when they heard the gladdening reply: “Go, show yourselves 


unto the priest!” their hearts must have leaped for joy, and with 
bounding step, we imagine, they went to carry out the Master’s 


y 
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direction. They had believed Christ’s word, else they should have 
stood doubting whether He was not jesting at their misery. Their 
hearts at that time had been fully convinced that what the Lord 
spoke He was able also to perform. They were at that hour loving 
,and beloved children of God through faith. 5 

They went to comply with the Law of Israel, and ‘then to join : 
their friends, perhaps their wives and children. Picture to your- 
selves the scenes at their home-coming! They must have seemed 
"like ghosts from another world, like men who had come out of their 
graves. They went,—and in the case of nine of them, that was the 
last heard of them. They. had been’ restored to life only to forget the 
Giver of life; they had been granted a new term of grace, only to 
despise grace once more. 

Such is ingratitude. Men turn from God, their benefactor, who 
seeks to draw them into closer union with Himself by every kind- 
ness which He shows them, whether He renders their earthly life 
pleasant for them or gives them the assurance of the better life to 
come. He binds them with fetters of mercy and cords of love that 
they should follow His leading. The ungrateful person violently 
snaps these cords. He permits God to caress and fondle him in His 
bosom, and then wipes the memory of God’s great love from his 
mind, and treats God as if He were an enemy. 

In many cases God employs human carriers for His kindnesses. 
Any favor shown us by our fellowmen is certainly God’s kindness 
shown us through them; for God gives them the means, and creates 
in them the willingness, to help us. Accordingly, the ungrateful 
person behaves naughtily not only to his fellowmen who have been 
kind to him, but also to God. The ungrateful person breaks both 
tables of the Law. He is an enemy both of God and man. 

God helps the helpless that they should learn from Him how to 
help others in their need. God acts like a generous person who will 
not accept a reward for his favors, but says to his beneficiary: “Give * 
it to some one else who has need of it.” The gifts which we receive 
God wants us to use in the service of our fellowmen. However, 
ungrateiul people consider only their own interest. They greedily 
reach out after their own profit, and endeavor even to reap where 
they have not sown. Their former misery and later good fortune 
should have fitted them the better to serve as God’s messengers to 
suffering men; they should have become more tenderly affectioned 

to their brethren in this world, thus not only repaying their Bene- 
factor with kindness in return, but, having tasted the bitterness of 
woe and the sweetness of deliverance, they should have become eager 
to place others under the same obligation to God as themselves, and 
thus aid God in drawing more sinners unto Him and bind them with 
cords of compassion. But this service the ungrateful refuse. 


‘ 


na 


FOR THE FOURTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY. 1 ADT 


Lastly, their ingratitude has another evil effect, for the reason 
that it must become public. People who may be, as a rule, kindly 
disposed will close their heart to foreign woe because of the experi- 
ences: of ingratitude which they and others have made. They will 
tell you that they have fed beggars, have made loans to neighbors, . 
have become surety for friends, have offered good advice and timely 
aid, but they have been so often deceived that they are filled with 
suspicion whenever their charity is appealed to again. For this de- 
plorable state of affairs we must blame, in the first place, the natural 
hardness of men’s hearts, but, in the second place, the common in- 
gratitude of men which has supplied to man’s natural callousness a 
specious excuse. 

2% 

All Christians have a horror of the vice of ingratitude. We 
parents teach our little ones to say “Thank you” for every gift which 
they receive. We are pained when we notice that they remain in- 
different to kindness. We insist that they must manifest some sign 
of appreciation for favors received. It is well that we begin to train 
them thus early; for gratitude cannot be inculcated too soon or too 
often. Still, parental guidance cannot always go with the child. 
The child grows to manhood and womanhood and becomes the re- 
eipient of greater, of very important favors. People will notice in- 
gratitude much more readily and be less inclined to condone the 
offense than when he was still a child. The home training of a 
child to be grateful will bear its fruits in later years only when the 
proper meaning of gratitude has been taught him, and thus an effect- 
ive check has been provided against ingratitude. 

The Savior praises the faith of the tenth leper, saying: “Thy 
faith hath made thee whole.” We have been told time and again 
that it is faith, faith alone, that receives favors from God. The 
leper’s faith caused him to ery to Christ for help and to accept the 
promise of Christ without questioning. Faith actually cleansed this 
leper. And as it made him a new person outwardly in the flesh, so 
it also renewed his heart and made it a truly Christian heart in 
grateful affection for his Benefactor. 

The virtue of gratitude is not in man by nature. In the present 
state of corruption it becomes implanted in man only by the grace 
and Gospel of Christ. It does not appear in its genuine form in any 
but those who have been born again by water and the Spirit. 
A non-Christian cannot be truly grateful. True, there is a linger- 
ing sense of gratitude even in the children of this world, just as they | 
still possess a faint knowledge of the Law, their conscience bearing 
them witness and their thoughts excusing or else accusing one 
another. But the gratitude which a Christian offers, and is en- 
abled to offer, by the strength of the new life that is in him, is 
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a ination of a far different sort. True rated is the fruit of ee 
faith. The same faith which carried the leper to the priests brought 
him back again to Christ and caused him to ‘fall prostrate at 
‚ His feet. 

What had he come to express? His natural misery and his 
happiness as a child of God. He spoke not a word, but his actions 
spoke trumpet- -tongued. He felt that he was deeply in the Lord’s 
debt, and had nothing to repay Him with. He felt that the life. 
‘which had been restored to him must forever belong to the Lord. 
In his humble posture before the Lord he said, as it were: “Here 
I am, Lord; ‚command me; do with me as Thou pleasest. I belong 
no more to myself, but to Thee.” This was “the glory” which he 
gave to God. Faith had taught him the duty and also the proper 
way to be grateful. Faith alone can. teach this lesson. If you have 
truly repented of your sins and truly believe the forgiveness of God, 
you will also be truly grateful. So long as you manifest ungrateful- 
ness, that is a sure sign that you have not yet fully recognized your 
own misery and God’s abounding mercy. The more you learn to 
humble yourself by daily contrition and sorrow over your sins, the 
more you enjoy the assurance of forgiveness given to the believing 
heart, the more readily and gladly you will return thanks to God 
and to every person through whom God shows you a kindness. For 
every good gift comes from Him alone. 

Another check against ingratitude is provided when a person 
considers that he may lose all the favor of God by it which he has 
ever received. The voice of warning is ever sounded in our ears to 
remember from what misery we have been reclaimed; that we must 
not relapse into our former state; that we must not forge new 
chains for our enslaving after the fetters of Satan have been broken 
for us; that we are now in the company of God’s elect and enjoy 
their sweet ways and their cheering communion, hence, we must no 
more allow the devil, the world, and our flesh to tempt us to return 
to the vile joys of this earth and its carnal delights, but walk as be- 
comes the children of God. 

A Christian should frequently take an inventory, so to speak, 
of the blessings which have been showered upon him. Our Lutheran 
Catechism is a wonderful aid to such an effort. How extensive are 
the divine blessings enumerated in Luther’s explanation of the Three 
Articles! And how intensely do they affect our daily life as Chris- 

_ tians! Surely, our cup runneth over! It is impossible to enu- 
merate them all; even eternity ahead of us is filled with the mercies 
of our Father in heaven. *How great, then, — how unceasing should 
be our gratitude! How willingly should we do unto others as God 
has done unto us! 
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Installation Sermon on Luke DD: 


No doubt, upon hearing this text you will say: That is a queer 
text for the installation of a missionary. What has fishing and 
easting out a net to do with sending out a missionary? But hold on! 
This text gains its true meaning from the connection in which it 
stands. Immediately before we read of Jesus entering into the 
ship of Simon Peter and teaching the people that were crowding 
the shore. And immediately after we are told how Jesus said to 
this same Simon Peter: “Fear not, from henceforth thou shalt 
catch men.” This procedure, then, was merely typical. It was to 
typify the future occupation of Peter and his fellows: they were 
to be fishers of ‘men. Surely, we are justified, therefore, in viewing 
this command of Christ to Peter: “Launch out into the.deep and | 
let down your net for a draught,” as a type of that later command: 
“Go ye into all the world and preach the Gospel to every creature,” 
and the wonderful draught of fishes which followed as a type of 
the marvelous spread of the Gospel and the winning of the multi- 
tudes of heathen for the kingdom of Christ. 

In a larger sense, then, this occurrence at the Lake of Gennes- 
aret is a picture of the duty of the Church ’to “launch out into 
the deep” of the world and “to let down” the Gospel net for a 
draught. And since the whole Church has this duty, but the whole 
Church cannot go, the incident typifies in particular the sending 
out of missionaries by the Church, of men who, like Peter and his 
fellows, “leave all and follow Jesus” to become “fishers of men.” 
Well, that is what we are doing to-night. We are commissioning: 
our missionary to go for us and let down the Gospel net for a 
draught. 

Our text, then, invites us to speak of 


OUR MISSIONARY AND HIS WORK, 
and it contains: 


1. The reason for sending him, and 
2. The guaranty for the success of his work. 


A 

Why do. we send out a missionary for our State? Is not this 
territory quite well supplied with churches and preachers already? 
We have, indeed, a good many churches and preachers, but there is, 
nevertheless, great need of a Lutheran traveling missionary for this 
territory. There are still a great many fish in this part of the 
world to be caught in the Gospel net. 

There are, in the first place, numerous Lutherans scattered 
about everywhere over this section who are without a church-home, 
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Lutherans that have come from different’ parts of Europe or of 
our own country, and who have settled down in places where there 
is no Lutheran church. Surely, it is our duty to help provide for 
their spiritual needs by sending missionaries to them. There are, 
besides, multitudes of unchurched souls, multitudes in this our so- 
ealled Christian land who are actual heathen, “being without God 
and without hope in the world.” We do not need to go to Africa 
and Asia to find heathen; we have large numbers of them here in 
“our country, at our very doors. 

Statistics tell us that of the 80 odd millions of our people less 

than one-half are church members. Think of it, more than 40 mil- 
lions in our country who are without church connection, professed 
unbelievers, in other words, heathen! And though the -proportion 
of non-church members may not be as great in the South as in 
other sections of the country, yet we all know that this number is 
large enough also down here. Surely, there is plenty of opportunity 
for doing mission work among them. And finally, it is also our 
duty, who have the pure Gospel, to proclaim it as a testimony to 
those Christians who are members of churches that teach false doc- 
trines. ; 
We Christians, says Christ, are “the salt of the earth.” We 
are to counteract corruption everywhere, also corruption in doctrine. 
For false doctrine is a dangerous thing. People nowadays do~not 
generally regard it as such. This is an age of great “tolerance,” 
and most people think it makes little difference what you believe, 
as long as you live right. But this so prevalent view is without 
foundation in God’s Word. It warns us repeatedly against false 
teachers and false doctrines. Indeed, Paul tells us that all false 
doctrines, even those which might appear unimportant to us, come 
from the devil. Accordingly it is our duty, who have the pure doc- 
trine of God’s Word, to bear testimony against false doctrine. Mark, 
I do not say, we are to try to break into churches of other beliefs 
and get'their members away from them. No, we are not to be 
“busybodies in other men’s matters; we must respect the parochial 
rights of other churches. But I do say that it is our duty to pro- 
claim the pure Gospel as a testimony to them, as a warning against 
the dangers that threaten their souls from the false doctrines they 
embrace. 
. But this great need of missionaries to preach the Lutheran doe- 
_ trine would not be sufficient reason for us to send out this our mis- 
sionary. The chief reason for so doing is the Lord’s command: 
“Launch out into the deep and let down your net for a draught.” 
“Go ye into all the world and preach the Gospel to every creature!” 
Without such command we would have no right to undertake mission 
-work, to send, out missionaries. 
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Luther once said that if he knew he could convert the whole 
world by preaching a single sermon, but if he also knew that he 
had no call or ‘command from God to preach it, he would refrain 
from doing so. But with that command before us our duty is plain. 
Not to obey this command would be treason, rebellion against God. 
With that command before its eyes the Church can fitly say with 
Paul: “Woe is me if I neglect to preach the Gospel!” 

And now the Lord’s command is certainly plain: “Launch out 
into the deep and let down your net for a draught.” “Go ye into 
all the world and preach the Gospel to every creature!” These 
words apply not only to the apostles, but to the Church of all | 
times. For coupled with this command is the promise: “Lo, I am 
with you alway, even unto the end of the world.” Then to the 
Judgment Day this promise and command extend. So it also in- 
cludes us, for the end of the world has not yet come. 

This command, then, is and must also be the reason for our 
undertaking this mission work and sending out this missionary, 
otherwise it cannot be pleasing to God. Now does this command 
apply to our case? 

Mission work, we have been reminded at another occasion, be- 
gins “at Jerusalem,” 7. e., at home. For that was the Lord’s own 
order, that “repentance and remission of sins should be preached . . . 
beginning at Jerusalem,” Luke 24, 47. But it is only to begin at 
Jerusalem, at home. It is not to stop there; the Gospel-is to be — 
preached “among. all nations.” As. our text puts it: We are to 
“Yaunch out into the deep” of the world, we are to go into “all 
the world,” as Christ commands the apostles in the passage quoted 
before. That, then, is the order as instituted by our Master Him- 
self; we are to preach the Gospel, beginning at home, and then 
branching out farther and farther, until we finally reach the utter- 
most parts of the earth. 

And so, in “launching out,” we first strike the territory next | 
bordering on ours. We are not to imagine that Peter, in launching 
out at the Lord’s command, went out to the middle of the lake, 
“much less that he went over to the opposite shore. He merely went 
some distance from the shore, where the water was somewhat deeper, 
and there made his miraculous draught. And in like manner we 
are to go, first of all, to the deserted Lutherans and to our un- 
ehurched fellow-citizens in neighboring cities and scattered over 
this Southern territory. These have the nearest claim on our 
attention. j 

And it is certainly high time that we “launch out” to them 
and let down the Gospel net for a draught among them. It ought 
to have been done long ago. Because they found no church of their 
own faith in the places where they settled, many Lutherans down 
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here in the South have already strayed away from their mother  — 


‘church into’ churches of other — false — faiths. Because many of 


them have done so, because there are not as many now to be gar-. 
nered in as there might !have been twenty, thirty, fifty years ago: 


is that a reason why we should now abandon the idea altogether of 

doing mission work down here? Ought it not rather be an incite- 

ment to us to be up and doing, before still more of them are lost 

to us? Surely, it would be inexcusable to delay any longer now 

that’ we have at last reached the point where we can do it! 
f 


2. 


Thus our text gives us good and valid reasons — the Lord’s 
command and the great need—for sending out this missionary 


of ours. In the second place it also shows us the guaranty for : 


the success of his work. This guaranty lies in the Master’s command, 
“Launch out into the deep and let down your nets for a draught,” 
for this command implies, at the same time, a promise. When 
Christ bade Peter “launch out into the deep and let down his nets 
for a draught,” that meant, at the same time: “Out there in the 
deep water you will fill your nets.” Peter caught this meaning, 
too. For he answered, “Master, we have toiled all the night and 
have taken nothing, but at Thy word I will let down the net.” 
Peter knew very well that it was contrary to all his experience as 
a fisherman to cast out the net at daytime, and that, too, out in the 


deep water, with the expectation of making a catch, when he had, 


caught nothing in the night, the favorable time, and near shore, 
the favorable place for fishing. But he does not hesitate: “At 
Thy word I will let down the net,” Thou canst fill my net, even 
though time and place both be unfavorable, and Thy command is a 
guaranty to me that Thou wilt do so. 

No doubt, our situation is similar to Peter’s in the text. We, 
too, have our misgivings. Our ‘territory, according to our human 
ideas, is not the most promising and favorable. We are, ‘as it 
were, in the enemy’s country, surrounded by lax Lutherans, who 
were in this territory first and claim exclusive right of ownership 
on that. ground — falsely, of course, for no synod can preempt any 
territory. Synods are only human institutions, organized for the 
purpose of uniting a number of congregations for more effectively 
carrying on the Lord’s work. The only organization of divine 
“origin, in the Church is the congregation, and every congregation 
has the right of choosing the synod .to which it would belong, or 
of not belonging to any synod, if it so sees fit. 

Even in, the case of synods that are in fellowship with one 
another, a congregation has the right, therefore, to leave one synod 
and join another for merely external advantages. Accordingly, is 
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it not the divine right, nay, rather, the sacred duty of every con- 
gregation to leave a synod with which it no longer finds itself in 
harmony, and has it not a perfect right to join a synod with which 
it does agree? . 

And now it has been by the call from such sovereign cae 
gations, and for the reasons specified, that we Missourians have 
been brought to this territory, and so it is by divine right that we 
are here. But nevertheless these lax Lutherans, by whom we are | 
surrounded, endeavor to make much of this argument in their at- 
tenipt at prejudicing people against us wherever possible, and they 
do not shrink from going to our own members and into our congre- ' 
gations and trying to entice those away from us to whom they 
have as little claim as we have to their members. Such are the 
dificulties of our territory. Nor would it appear to our human 
reason to be the most opportune time for launching out and letting 
down our net. That time, as we have seen already, would seem to 
be past, in many instances at least. And so we have no prospects 
of flattering and immediate success in our missionary work. » 

But though it may appear to us, as it did to Peter, that neither 
time nor place are favorable for our undertaking, yet we should 
not be discouraged thereby, but we should rather with Peter be ready 
to say: “Master, at Thy word we will let down our .net.” Christ 
has commanded us, “Launch out into the deep and let down your 
nets for a draught ;” “Go ye into all the world and preach the Gospel. 
to every creature!” It is for us to obey the command, and not to 
worry about results. When once we are convinced that God has 
ealled us to a work, then, “at His word,’ we must let down our 
net, assured that He will fulfill the promise, embraced in the com- 
mand, and fill our net. 

Peter’s obedience and faith were rewarded beyond expectation: 
“They enclosed a great multitude of fishes, and their net brake. 
And they beckoned unto their partners, which were in the other 
ship, that they should come and help them. And they came, and 
filled both the ships, so that they began to sink.” This, too, is a 
type of the success of the Gospel encompassing the world and bring- 
ing great multitudes into the ship of the Church. 

Now we have indeed no promise of such phenomenal and 
immediate success for all our missionary activity as here came to 
Peter. Indeed, Scripture warns us that we must expect to meet 
with opposition, and that we cannot hope to convert everybody in 
this world. It rather tells us that the believers will always be in 
the minority, that we must be satisfied when we gain only a few. 

It is true, there have been instances, in the history of the 
Church, of such marvelous draughts of the Gospel net like Peter’s ' 
in the text, e. g., the conversion of the three thousand on the first 
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Pentecost (Acts 2, 41), and the wonderful spread of Luther’s Refor- — q 


mation. But these instances are exceptions. The are is rather ; 
slow progress of the Gospel. 1 

_ But though we have no such promise of great and Rn 
success, this promise we do have that God’s Word cannot be preached 


“in vain. “For as the rain cometh down and the snow from heaven ~ 


and returneth not thither, but watereth the earth and maketh it 
bring forth and bud, . . . even so shall my Word be that goeth 


forth out of my mouth; it shall not return unto me void,” Is. 55, 
10. 11. So this assurance we do have, that our work will never be 


in vain. And even if, in some instances, it should meet with ap- 
parent failure, — and such apparent failures come even in the king- 
dom of God,—even then we may calmly leave such failures, as 
men view them, in the hands of God. For with Him there are no 
failures. His purposes are always fulfilled, even in the case of 
failures caused by the shortsightedness and mistakes of men. But 
we have no business to anticipate such failures. Peter did not 
listen to his reason and was rewarded contrary to, and beyond, all 
expectation. And may not God reward our obedience similarly, if 
we do His work with childlike trust in His promise? Who knows 
but what our missionary endeavors will be crowned with unexpected 
and unhoped-for success? The South is opening up. Immigration 
is coming this way. Already our German mother synod has-organ- 
ized- several new German congregations in our neighboring State 
of Virginia. May not the time for sending out our missionary be 
propitious rather than unpropitious? May not our missionary be- 
come the means in the hand of God of gathering in the Lutherans 
that are coming our way from Europe and from other parts of our 
own country? 

Let us, then, with joyous confidence in the Lord, prosecute the 
work which we have undertaken in-His name. Let us, in obedience 


to His call, say with Peter: Lord, at Thy word we will let down - 


the Gospel net, trusting that Thou wilt erown our work with 
success. 

And you, my brother, who, like Peter and his fellows, base 
_ “forsaken all and followed the Lord” to take up the arduous but 
glorious calling of a “fisher of men,” go to your new field of labor 
with the joyful assurance that the Lord is sending you. Take with 
you also, as a means of strengthening your courage, the further 
assurance that our prayers and hopes for the success of your labors 
accompany you. And may the blessing of the Lord rest upon you 
and your work; yes, may the beauty of the Lord, our God, be upon 
us, and the work. of our hands, may He establish it! Amen and 
Amen. G. L. 
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